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ACT 1 

Scene 1 

The stage is in darkness. SFX: A jolly thirties showtune about being rich and having fun. Lights come up to 

reveal the stage. It is late afternoon. Malcolm is wearing a silk dressing gown, a white shirt partially buttoned, 

black trousers and slippers. Malcolm walks to the sideboard, looks over his shoulder and pours a shot of whisky 

in a glass. He glances over his shoulder again, then downs the drink. Enter Livia from the study, carrying a 

duster. She is wearing a black maid’s uniform with a white cloth tiara and apron. Malcolm does not notice her 

as he concentrates on refilling his glass. She hems discreetly. Malcolm is startled. 

Malcolm Livia. You know I have a dicky heart.  

Livia Sorry, Mister Malcolm.  

Malcolm (Putting down the bottle and glass). For a moment I thought you were the Grimlin. 

Livia Miss Grimlish? (Malcolm nods). Mister Malcolm. It is the middle of the afternoon, and 

what if it had really been the Grim… Miss Grimlish?  

Malcolm You won’t tell, Livia? You and I, we don’t snitch on each other. Do you remember 

that Christmas we snuck into the pantry and tasted the entire batch of mince pies? 

Livia Yes.  

Malcolm Come to think of it, that was last Christmas.  

Livia We shouldn't have. We’re not children anymore.  

Malcolm It’s your birthday soon though, isn’t it? 

Livia Next week.  

Malcolm You should have told me, I’d have bought you a present. If I had the money. The old 

man won’t let me have a penny.  

Livia I’d rather not hear this.  

Malcolm You know ruddy well that the old man treats me like a dog.  

Livia He does? 

Malcolm All those sticks he makes me fetch.  

Livia Funny, that. The Arches is the only home I’ve ever known, and to me your father 

feels almost like a… dad.  

Malcolm I’m a grown man and I’m entitled to an allowance! 

Enter Grimlish wearing a severe black housekeeper's dress cut like a uniform with a high collar and long 

sleeves. 

Grimlish Well are you now! 

Malcolm Miss Grimlish! 

Grimlish Livia! To the kitchen! (She points. Livia curtsies and heads for the exit). On the double! 

(Livia hurries). On the triple! (Livia runs faster and, exits. Grimlish pulls out a folding rule 

and measures the level of whisky in the bottle). This is two inches short.  

Malcolm It must have evaporated.  

Grimlish (Folding the rule and thrusting it into her apron pocket). Mister Malcolm. Have you 

helped yourself to your father’s whisky?  

Malcolm Wouldn’t want the old blighter to get cirrhosis. 

Grimlish (Taking out a notebook and pencil). I shall have to report this. (She writes). 

Malcolm Please. Don’t tell dad. Just this once.  

Grimlish (Speaking whilst writing). It’s not a matter of just this once. (She raises the book like a 

yellow card). 

Malcolm (Reaching in vain for the book). I won’t do it again!  

Grimlish Just you wait till your father comes home!  

Malcolm (Stamping his feet). No! It’s not fair!  

Penny is heard laughing outside on the terrace. 

Grimlish Oh, stop behaving like a baby. (She puts her pencil in her apron pocket). 
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Penny Platt and Thomas Tottering enter through the French doors, laughing. The young couple are dressed in 

tennis whites, carrying rackets. Thomas stops on the landing to practice his forehand, Penny continues down 

the steps. 

Penny Malc! I’m so divinely happy! Grimlish! (She hugs a reluctant Grimlish). 

Grimlish (Pulling herself away). Miss Penny! I have no time for displays of affection. 

Grimlish walks away, stops briefly, waves the book at Malcolm and exits. 

Malcolm There’s no way that was two inches! One and a half, tops!  

Penny Aren’t you going to ask me why I am in such a state of rapture?  

Malcolm (Slumping down into the sofa). I have a feeling you’ll tell me anyway.  

Penny Thomas has done right by me! At last! And I have accepted! Fancy that: I shall marry 

the Vice President of Platt Shoes Limited!  

Thomas Oh, pish posh. Remember you are an heiress yourself.  

Penny I’m happy about that too!  

Malcolm (Indifferently). I am moved beyond tears. Congrats, Penny. You’ve hooked yourself a 

fine fellow. Money in the bank and all that.  

Penny Anything the matter, Malcolm? 

Malcolm (Turning away). As if you cared.  

Penny (Sitting down next to him). Money problems again?  

Malcolm The old man treats me like a dog.  

Penny (Scratching him behind the ears). He means well. I’m sure Thomas can help you out. 

Can’t you, Thomas?  

Thomas (Coming down the steps). I’m sure I can!(He half-sits on the back of the sofa). Listen, old 

bean! If you’re hard up, of course I’ll loosen the pursestrings. It'll stay in the family. 
(He laughs). 

Malcolm I’m not after a hand-out. I am the rightful heir of Titus Platt, the shoe manufacturer; 

one of this country’s nineteen richest men, and I do not have to accept your filthy 

lucre.  

Thomas Now, now; my lucre is as clean as a whistle.  

Penny Thomas has offered to do you a favour. If you don't want it, the least you can do is to 

be polite. Now say you're sorry.  

Thomas (Offering his hand). No hard feelings.  

Malcolm (Looking at it). Bah! 

Penny Are you going to just sit around The Arches and wait for the inheritance?  

Malcolm Wait? I haven’t got the time to wait.  

Penny & Thomas (Looking at each other). Hmmmmm.  

Malcolm mutters angrily to himself. 

Thomas (Walking towards the French windows). I don’t like those clouds.  

Penny (Thinking he might mean Malcolm’s attitude). Which clouds?  

Thomas Those clouds out there.  

Penny Oh, those clouds.  

Thomas I was rather hoping for a return match this afternoon. (He hits the air with his racket). 

I’d pulverize you.  

Penny (Running over to protect the vase). Careful! 

Thomas So sorry. Ming? 

Penny What?  

Thomas The vase. Amazing. Ming? 

Penny Tang. 

Thomas Precious?  

Penny Yes, darling? 


