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Noble Are you saying that there are two murderers?  

Drake Spot on. That’s the thing about murderers. They tend to cluster.  

There is unease in the salon. 

Malcolm I knew it! Just say it! “Young Platt”… It was me, wasn’t it? Just say it was me! 

Drake (Ignoring him). Mister Tottering has no motive.  

Malcolm But I do. 

Drake Quiet. I’ll get to you. (To everyone). On the contrary, he loved Penny. He killed her 

father to secure their future.  

Thomas Well, that was a waste.  

Drake Nor did Miss Noble have a motive for the second murder. When Penny was killed, 

Malcolm… 

Malcolm Thank you. 

Drake … was with me placing Inspector Bullock in the broom cupboard. The murderer is the 

same person who poisoned the whisky. If it had been Miss Grimlish, she herself 

would never have pointed out that somebody had tampered with the bottle. A simple 

process of elimination thus leaves us with no other possible choice than… 

They all look at Livia. 

Noble I can’t believe it. Livia! Did you know about the inheritance all along?  

Livia One night, I heard my name from the study. They were talking about me in there, 

Mister Platt and them two lawyers; Bawdrey and Quelch. I was really a Platt! I was 

one of them! (To Malcolm). You demanded wealth. I demanded more… I wanted to be 

who I really am… the daughter of Titus Platt. Even if I had to kill for it. That’s how I 

came up with the whisky. When Grimlish, mum, said that only dad was allowed to 

drink it. I poisoned the bottle.  

Noble Cyanide.  

Colette Sacre bleu! 

Grimlish We always keep some in the house, in case of bedbugs.  

Thomas So the old codger would have been killed anyway? Damn! (He sags in his chair). 

Livia I couldn’t believe my eyes when I saw someone had shot dad. But it was too late to 

remove the whisky. I might have been caught red-handed, everything could go wrong. 

I thought, whatever happened, The Fox would get the blame.  

Bullock 2 Now really. 

Drake But you didn’t stop at that?  

Livia The more I thought about it, the more unjust it seemed that Penny and Malcolm could 

prance about being legitimate children, while I was a bastard hidden behind an apron. 

So I got the dagger from Malcolm’s room and stabbed Penny with it.  

Drake Hence the clam. 

Grimlish The one she had in her hand.  

Drake It was supposed to look like a dying clue.  

Bullock 1 I should never have mentioned dying clues.  

Drake You put it there to blame your half-brother.  

Thomas discreetly clutches the whisky glass in front of him. 

Livia I told her I was her sister. Then I stabbed her.  

Grimlish How could a clam indicate that Mister Malcolm killed her? 

Drake It’s an anagram for his name. In fact, it’s his name backwards.  

Malcolm No, it’s not. My name backwards is ttalP … ttl … 

Grimlish It's ttlaP mloclaM.  

Drake Also known as ‘Malc’. 

Grimlish Clam.  


